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The market at a glance 
 
 

Price trend on local markets in West Africa: 
End of the trade campaign at the farm-gate level 
 
 

Sesame market in Burkina Faso by Oumou Sidibé 
In Burkina Faso, producers are in the thick of crop activities. They are preparing for the sesame sowing scheduled for 
mid-July. However, some producers are worried because for several days mother nature made rainfalls scarce and some 
production areas have received rare rains. 
 
Sesame stocks are now low and trade is still very limited. For the few rare orders, the wholesale prices for old stocks are 
from 500 to 650 FCFA/kg. 
 
With the cashew season over, many wholesalers and traders are awaiting the start of the shea campaign and hope to 
make a good profit. 
 
 

Sesame market in Senegal by FENPROSE 
In Senegal, the sesame market has been calm since the end of the marketing year in late April and early May. 
 
However, the sesame market for coming sowing is in full swing with regular exchanges. The State has already set up 
seeds at the level of local input distribution committees; the sale to producers began gradually. At the national federation 
of sesame producers (FENPROSE), a large part of the producers has already received their certified seeds from their seed 
program. Seed demand remains good given the enthusiasm of producers vis-à-vis the sector. 
 
At the level of farmers' organizations, the census of producers has been completed and the lists have been stabilized. At 
the end of these censuses, it was noted a real desire of producers to invest in sesame again this year. If there isn't at 
least a slight production increase this year, the acreage level of last year should be reached. 
 
The prices of sesame seeds sold on the market vary between 600 and 1000 FCFA/kg depending on the quality. Certified 
seeds are sold at 1000 FCFA/kg. 
 
Compared to last year, buyers have not yet come forward for future partnerships with producers. This is largely due to 
the health context linked to covid19. Producers strongly hope that by the start of the 2020-2021 campaign, this pandemic 
will be eradicated so that they can easily sell their production. 
 
 

Sesame market in Mali by Alassane Sogodogo 
In Mali, the sesame market has been very calm since the end of the marketing year. More stocks on the market but the 
demand is a little high because of the producers' needs for the next sowing. This is why, at the level of trading places, 
small transactions, essentially on seeds for sowing, are currently made between traders and producers at prices varying 
from 600 to 1000 FCFA/kg. 
 
For the new winter campaign which starts, many producers hope to sow more areas for sesame at the expense of cotton 
whose prices are falling. 
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Sesame market in Côte d’Ivoire by Soungari Sékongo 
In Ivory Coast, the sesame market remains calm because apart from the stocks retained for the seed, it is very difficult 
if not impossible to find stocks still available from local producers and buyers in the production areas. 
 
Currently, producers are all busy sowing and upkeeping their cereal plots. As for sesame sowing, the activities should be 
launched around mid-July in the savannahs and early August in Woroba. However, this month of June is marked by a 
drought in the sesame production areas, which could slow sowing if the drought worsens. 
 
It should be noted that the areas to be planted in this campaign could be on the increase in light of the prices offered 
last year and according to producers. 
 
 

Sesame market in Guinea by Mandjou Kourouma 
In Guinea, the sesame market is very calm. Marketing activities have been completed since the campaign was closed. 
Trade is nonexistent except in some village markets in the Kankan region where we sometimes see sales of sesame seeds 
for sowing. The prices observed for these sales are between 8,000 and 10,000 GNF/kg. On the urban markets, no market 
availability of sesame has been noted lately because of the end of the marketing year. On the other hand, the cultural 
work of the new winter campaign is intensifying in all the localities of production. The producers have started work on 
their sesame perimeter. 
 
 

Sesame market in Chad by Crépin Mbaïhamne 
In Chad, the current agricultural campaign has started with the active sowing of cereal and oilseed crops (peanuts). 
Significant areas are cleaned for the sesame crop which sowing will start from the first decade of July 2020. Indeed, the 
rainfall was marked by frequent droughts of 8 to 10 days throughout the month of June and the producers are much 
more active around the sesame crop, which has been the most promising sector in recent years. According to the 
producers met, it is the sesame which must be more cultivated to alleviate the socioeconomic problems because the 
cotton is consigned but its payment still delays in certain localities whereas one counted on this money. 
 
The level of traders' and wholesalers' facilities, the sesame stocks remained high in warehouses; both internal and 
external exports have stalled, which is why the stock has remained. The price is unchanging on the market, demand is 
too low in all local markets in the south of the country. However, we can expect an increase in sesame prices early next 
month as producers will express more need for seed. 
 
 

Sesame market in The Gambia by Mbemba Camara 
In The Gambia, Rain has started in most parts of the country and farmers started sowing seeds. Sesame marketing season 
for 2019/2020 is over and there is not much stock remaining with farmers. Sesame trade season is expecting to start in 
December through February 2021. The last season’s market price for sesame is between 50 and 55 GMD/kg. 
 
 

International market by François Griffon 
In India, the new summer harvest has been available for a few 
weeks already. Cyclone Amphan caused major damages in West 
Ben gal and summer production, initially estimated at between 
200,000 and 250,000 MT, suffered greatly, with at least 30% of 
production damaged. In Gujarat, there are still some stocks at the 
processor level, linked to the market disruption during the 
lockdown period. 
 
This week, wholesale prices for whitish sesame in Gujarat are 
between 1110 and 1133 USD/MT. Although wholesale prices 
have been on an upward trend for 3 weeks, linked to the impact 
of the cyclone on summer supply, wholesale prices remain at a 
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significantly lower level than at the start of the year: first week in January, wholesale prices were between 1459 and 
1493 USD/MT and in mid-March, the week before the lockdown in India, wholesale prices for whitish sesame were 
between 1207 and 1275 USD/MT. 
 
In China, demand for sesame is currently low: processors remain very cautious and expect a possible drop in 
consumption of processed sesame in the coming months. As the new harvest from East African countries arrives, port 
stocks are currently very high and exceed 180,000 MT. 
 
In East Africa, the new crop is now available. Production estimates in the sub-region range from 220,000 to 240,000 MT 
of sesame. In Tanzania the auctions have started. The situation on the national market is difficult: the supply is there but 
demand remains limited, with foreign buyers not very present, causing a drop in local prices. The international market 
price of Tanzanian whitish sesame continues to drop and ranges between 1175 and 1200 USD/MT CFR for shipments in 
July. The international price of whitish sesame, origin Mozambique, is between 1160 and 1180 USD/MT CFR for 
shipments in July. 
 
 

Analysts' point of view by François Griffon 
The situation on the international market is very favorable for a bearish trend: consumption has not picked up in China 
while port stocks are very large. The impact of covid19 on sesame consumption in Western countries has yet to be 
assessed, but a reconfiguration of demand (especially on final outlets and final consumptions) is certain. In this context 
of declining demand, the arrival of the new harvest from East African countries reinforces the imbalance between supply 
and demand by increasing the international supply available in the short term. The next marketing year in West Africa is 
likely to start in a somewhat difficult context with large stocks still available on the market, especially in China. 
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